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Horton in Ribblesdale Parish Council
Parish Clerk – Michelle Park 
clerk@hortoninribblesdale-pc.gov.uk - 07469584759
Minutes of a meeting of Horton in Ribblesdale Parish Council held in the Sports Pavillion on Monday 13th July 2026 at 7.30pm.

Present: Parish Cllrs Martin Hanson (Chair), Fiona Durham (Vice Chair), Lorraine Leary, Liz Hornby, Thomas Millman, Kath Jackson and North Yorkshire County Councillor David Staveley (from 20.35pm)
067/27: Apologies for Absence:  Parish Cllr Mounsey                                                                 
068/27: To consider the approval for reasons for absence given by councillors: None received prior to the meeting. Given post meeting.
069/27: Code of Conduct- Localism Act 2011: No items were reported.              
070/27: Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th June 2026. The Council resolved to approve the minutes after an amendment was made to item 56/27.   Approved.                                                                                                 
071/ 27:  Matters Arising (Actions):                                                                                                
1 -Highways. Invite already made for the next meeting (as no attendee available to attend today’s meeting). The Parish Council would like to discuss highways issues including yellow lines, speed and increased wagon traffic. Clerk to follow up with Highways to confirm that an Officer will attend. Clerk to action.
2 – Planning follow up Holme Farm Park Car Park. Taken at agenda item 072/27.
3 – Defibrillator payment – completed. Member of the public suggested training on the Parish Defibrillators would be helpful. Clerk to follow up with local contacts. Clerk to action.
4 – Emergency Plan – information currently being updated by Cllr Durham. Clerk to assist as needed. Will come to a Council meeting for approval and then publication. Cllr Durham and Clerk to action.
 
072/27: Public Participation:                                                                                             
A member of the public asked about the planning application regarding parking facilities at Holme Farm Campsite. Discussion around how long the car park had been in use, evidence to confirm use and issues of ASB. The site owner advised that measures are in place to deal with visitor behaviour including security cameras, no camp fires, bookings and staff on site. The Chair advised that any comments or further representations around the planning application must be made via the planning channels at the National Park.
The Chair advised that public participation as part of the meeting agenda is scheduled for a 15-minute time slot to allow for all matters of the Council to be concluded. The public are able to submit questions for consideration by the Parish Council via the Clerk before the monthly meetings. clerk@hortoninribblesdale-pc.gov.uk

073/27: To consider and decide upon the following planning applications
C/44/101K Full planning permission (Major with ES) for the extraction of further stone resources within the current planning boundary, reworking and steepening of the older south-west faces and haul routes to laterally expand and deepen the current quarry void, along with the extraction of remaining permitted minerals, mineral processing, stocking and export of products by rail and road, the export by rail of mineral imported from Dry Rigg Quarry and revised restoration and aftercare. Application Noted.
074/27: North Yorkshire Council Reports: NYCC Cllr Staveley provided an email report circulated to Cllrs pre meeting. At the meeting he spoke about the Calderdale Energy Park planning issue which has potential impacts on parishes including Horton in Ribblesdale and those south along the A65. There will potentially be a joint Parishes meeting to agree responses before the next phase of the planning process with the planning Inspectorate. The Chair noted that representatives from the Parish had attended a recent meeting on the matter and submitted a written response to the current consultation.
High Streets Funding – this is potential funding which is open to wider non-town areas. Information gathering is on-going around what local areas need. Cllr Staveley will send a link to the work for the Parish to look at.
075/27: Financial Statements: 
1 - The clerk circulated the bank statements. Balances at 30th June 2026 were Savings Account £6516.60, Dinsdale Account £3292.45 and Business Account £14,204.71. Noted.
2 – The finance statement showing the bank balances, income and expenditure was noted. Noted.
3 – The Clerk circulated a budget with spend and income attributed. This was noted and Cllrs requested a monthly version of this as it was helpful in seeing spend against budget headings. The Clerk noted that the Clerk’s salary and employers National Insurance had not been included as the figures had not been received at the time of producing the report from the payroll provider.  Noted.
4 – Invoices for approval. Full invoices previously circulated to Cllrs. The following approved for payment. Approved. Clerk to action.
	
	Name
	Info
	Amount

	Davidson
	Pinfold Weeding
	£80.00

	YLCA
	Induction training
	£84.60

	SLCC
	Clerks joining fee
	£170.00

	SLCC
	Local Administration Book
	£149.40

	M Park
	Miles and admin expenses
	£129.52

	M Park
	Training hours
	£77.80

	VisionICT
	Email hosting for year
	£168.00

	Horton Landscapes
	June grass cutting, verges
	£360.00

	Contractor
	Helwith Bus Shelter
	£22.50

	nPower
	Electric street lights
	£80.84



5 – Financial regulations – The up-to-date version of the NALC template Financial Regulations were circulated for approval. Two Cllrs are required as bank signatories for HSBC. Cllr Durham and the Chair will provide this function along with the Clerk. The Clerk to upload the financial regulations to the website. Approved. Clerk to action.
6 – To consider and approve a payment approval process. Payments through the bank will move towards requiring two approvals. In line with the financial regulations. Work needs to be done to set up the new signatories. The Clerk and Chair to progress the HSBC banking changes. Approved. Clerk and Chair to action.
7 – Website and email services. The Council approved the virement of £600 from the admin budget into the IT budget to enable the work with a new IT provider to commence. This will provide a new website and email addresses. The Council noted that in-order to move supplier, invoices due to the current supplier would need to be paid, although reductions would be sought. Approved. Clerk to action.
8 – Protect the Peaks GirlGuide Campaign – The Council agreed to a grant of £25 towards the cost of the campaign. Posters were circulated and will be displayed in the Parish. Approved. By virtue of the Local Government Act 1972, S137
76/27: Council Policies: Council noted the full schedule previously emailed and the extract supplied at the meeting. The document is a good practice guide from YLAC and the Clerk will work through to establish what policies are needed, what would be helpful and what need updating. Cllrs offered assistance with this. Approved. Clerk to action. 
77/27: Training and Development: All Councillors received a copy and to read the Good Councillor Guide. The Clerk to circulate other guides in this series. Noted. Clerk to action. 
078/27: Burial Ground Fees Review : The Clerk circulated a report noting local charges in comparison with those set by the Parish. It was agreed this issue would be looked at in January 2027 with a view to increase charges from February 27 (2 yearly at that point since the last review). This would then be an annual consideration. Noted. 
The Council discussed the burial ground and requested information for discussion at the September meeting around capacity. Clerk to action.
079/27: Green Space: Helwith Bridge car park sign needs updating. The Chair and Clerk to undertake the annual asset management review and include this and other signs which may be needed. Clerk and Chair to action.
Grass cutting contract – Cllrs Hanson, Leary and Hornby to meet with contractor and review areas that are cut. To report back at the next meeting. On the agenda for the October meeting to review the contract at the end of year 1(of 3) cutting season. Noted.
080/27: Highways, Parking and Footway Lighting: Issues around parking on yellow lines at busy periods were noted. This is an issue the Council would like to discuss with a Highways representative. Clerk to progress. See agenda item 71/27
081/27: Correspondence:  Letter from the Chair in response to the Calderdale Energy Park was circulated prior to the meeting along with the NYCC Precept timetable for 27/28. Noted.
082/27: Reported incidents to North Yorkshire Police: 
07.06.26 - Abandon call
08.06.26 - Concern for walker - in order - Cave Rescue
23.06.26 - Theft of trailer - stopped & recovered at Broughton Hall
10.07.26 - Firearms police admin
Noted.
83/27: Employment matters:
The Chair asked the members of the public and Cllr Staveley to leave the meeting.
1. To note that the Council will be registered with the Pensions Regulator as they are now an employer with a member of staff and will need to consider its pension obligations.  Noted.
2. The Clerk circulated the payroll administration costs for approval. Approved.
3. The Clerk had circulated a full copy of the standing orders for review and extract at the meeting. A HR committee of three Cllrs is required to undertake staffing reviews and other matters. Cllrs Jackson, Leary and Durham volunteered to carry out this function. Orders approved. Clerk to circulate the final updated standing orders document and upload to website.
4. Training costs for the Clerk to study the foundation qualifications for being a Clerk. Approved costs of £280 plus VAT. Next step will be studying for the CiLCA which would be later in 2027/28. Chair noted this qualification is important for the Council to maintain it’s General Power of Competence.

5. The Chair had previously asked the general public and Cllr Staveley to leave the meeting for the following items.

6. The contract of employment for the Clerk was circulated prior to the meeting. Cllrs Hanson and Durham had led on the recruitment and contract work, reporting back to full Council for approval. Contract approved.

7. The clerk noted that she was able to join a pension scheme offered by the Council although had chosen not to do so. The Clerk is not subject to auto enrolment due to the salary level falling below the £833 per monthly threshold. This will need to be monitored as action would be required by the Council to meet its obligations around workplace pensions should the salary reach the threshold. Noted.
084/27: To determine any matters not included on the agenda which the Chair considers to be a matter of urgency:   The Council advised the Clerk to purchase a printer suitable for the needs of the Council business – this will be more time and cost efficient. Clerk to progress.                                                                                      
085/37: The Date of the Next Parish Council Meeting:                                         
Monday 10th August 2026 at 7.30pm at the Sports Pavillion, Horton in Ribblesdale
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